
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



582 noyes's eoumania. [April, 

Mountains are not without merit ; but a skilful disposition of the facts 
would have made them much more readable. The diction is not, in- 
deed, turgid or tawdry, but it is usually tame, and sometimes insipid. 
Mr. Atkinson constantly speaks of " Nature " as " Dame Nature," of 
Time as " old Father Time," when there is no need of these pleasing 
qualifications. He is perpetually comparing his present with his past 
impressions and sensations, telling us that this or that scene is " the 
finest that he ever saw." And all through the volume there is an edi- 
fying confusion of relatives and their antecedents, of participles and their 
governing nouns. 

One who should judiciously condense this book would do a service 
both to the author and to his readers. Much of the matter is new ; 
much is valuable ; especially that which relates the remarkable physical 
features and phenomena of these high latitudes. The frequency and 
violence of thunder-storms is the most noteworthy thing that Mr. Atkin- 
son tells of Siberia. He mentions that larch-trees are peculiarly liable 
to be struck by lightning. The most remarkable " social phenomenon " 
which he describes is an assembly of Cossack ladies, who sat for a long 
time without speaking a word. He shows, too, that it is possible to 
enjoy a day's hard sporting, clothed only with hat and boots. 

It is to be regretted that a traveller so persevering as Mr. Atkinson 
should not be able to tell more satisfactorily what he has seen. 



15. — Roumania: the Border Land of the Christian and the Turk; 
comprising Adventures of Travel in Eastern Europe and Western 
Asia. By James A. Notes, M. D., Surgeon in the Ottoman Army. 
New York : Budd and Carleton. 1857. 12mo. pp.520. 

As a pleasant and spirited record of rapid travel and hasty observa- 
tion, this volume is entitled to praise. It is very readable. But as an 
account of the Bouman people, it is very inadequate, not to say super- 
ficial. Considerably less than half of the book is devoted to those Danu- 
bian Principalities in which the Bouman people dwell ; and more than a 
third is occupied in 'describing the familiar wonders of Stamboul and 
the Euxine, and the faith and customs of Islam. The title is a mis- 
nomer. All that is valuable concerning "the Border Land" is bor- 
rowed from the work of Ubicini. "We have no new information on 
precisely that subject on which fresh informatkm would be of worth, — 
the feeling of the people in regard to the proposed union of the prov- 
inces. Dr. Noyes stayed six weeks in Bucharest, the capital of Wal- 
lachia, but he seems to have visited no other part of the province, and 
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his journey back to the Danube was only a " night ride." Moldavia 
and its capital, Jassy, he does not notice at all. 

Dr. Noyes's moralizing is rather forced, and does not harmonize very 
well with the dashing and sweeping style of his descriptions. His 
poetical quotations arc intrusive, needless, and generally tasteless. His 
prose is good enough without such a foil. 



16. — Annals of the American Pulpit ; or Commemorative Notices of 
Distinguished American Clergymen of Various Denominations, from 
the early Settlement of the Country to the Close of the Tear Eighteen 
Hundred and Fifty-Five. With Historical Introductions. By Wil- 
liam B. Sprag-ue, D. D. Vols. III. and IV. Presbyterian. New 
York : Robert Carter and Brothers. 1858. 8vo. pp. 632, 836. 

On the appearance of Dr. Sprague's former volumes we expressed 
our high sense of their worth, literary, biographical, and historical. 
They far surpassed our conception of the possibilities of such a work, 
and, though nominally of various and unequal authorship, they indicated 
throughout the compiler's consummate skill in fashioning to his purpose 
the often crude materials committed to his hands. All that we wrote 
then, we must now repeat, with still stronger emphasis. We feel 
ourselves — we are sorry to say so — among men of higher mark, in 
these new volumes, than in those which commemorated the Trinitarian 
Gongregationalists. True, among the latter there were clergymen, from 
the earliest times, who had no superiors, and hardly any equals, this 
side of heaven ; but among the leading divines of the Presbyterian 
Church we discern, as we think, a more uniformly elevated standard of 
distinctively clerical talent, learning, and character. One reason for 
this undoubtedly is, that the Presbyterian Church, occupying a much 
larger extent of territory, and reckoning, certainly for an entire cen- 
tury, if not longer, a more numerous catalogue of ministers, would, by 
the laws of proportion, furnish a greater array of choice names for the 
biographer. But this is not all. In New England, with the legal sup- 
port secured for nearly two centuries to the Congregational clergy, and 
with the life-tenure of their office, many men occupied prominent pas- 
torates while devoid of superior qualifications for their profession. 
Such ministers were generally men of strong minds, cogent influence, 
and distinguished reputation ; and being literally the parsons (personce) 
of their respective parishes, — wielding often an autocracy little short of 
despotism, — they had scope for the unchecked growth and exercise of 
eccentric traits of character and abnormal habits of life. And they 



